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Salzburg and The Sound of Music


For decades, The Sound of Music has been one of the main tourist magnets for Salzburg. Around a billion people have seen the film, with more than 350,000 Sound of Music fans making the pilgrimage to Salzburg every year in order to visit its shooting locations and important milestones in the life of the Trapp family. 


The Town of Salzburg and its unique locations associated with the Trapp family became world famous as a result of The Sound of Music. Back in the early 1970s, the first film buffs were already coming to the town in order to see for themselves the real-life locations for the Hollywood blockbuster. Several times a day, The Sound of Music bus tours take their international visitors from Salzburg’s Old Town out to the Mondsee [lake] and back. During the journey, the fans sing along to their favourite songs from the musical, such as Edelweiss and My Favourite Things. Themed bicycle tours provide a glimpse of filming locations that cannot be visited by bus and the Salzburg Marionette Theatre performs the musical not only in Salzburg, but all over the world.

The Sound of Music – still an evergreen 
The Hollywood film The Sound of Music is based on the Broadway musical of the same name, which from 1959 had a run of some 1,500 performances and won five Tony Awards. Filming was carried out in Salzburg and the surrounding countryside in 1964, and the following year the film with Julie Andrews and Christopher Plummer in the leading roles was awarded five Oscars. While the film received little attention in the German-speaking world over the decades, the melodies and the songs are well known internationally. For the past 60 years, the film has been shown regularly worldwide – including in China, Korea, India, Australia and South Africa.

The birth of film tourism 
In the 1970s and '80s, the huge interest in the original locations of Hollywood films led to a new kind of tourism. 1967 already saw the first film tour in Salzburg, which gave the starting-signal for tourism marketing. Fans became travellers, and with the increasing range of offers on site, The Sound of Music developed – together with Mozart, the Salzburg Festival, Advent events and the UNESCO World Heritage site – into one of the five successful unique selling points of destination Salzburg. The fascination exerted by the film runs through all social classes and generations and has in recent years gained renewed momentum through its presence on social media and streaming options.
 
Experience the musical in Salzburg
The Salzburg Marionette Theatre, which dates back to 1913, has included The Sound of Music in its repertoire since 2007. In a 90-minute performance, ten puppeteers make over 100 marionettes dance to the original music. The performance is in English with super-titles in German, English, French, Spanish and Japanese. A further opportunity to hear Salzburg's best-known melodies is the 35-minute "Highlights" show, which presents excerpts from The Sound of Music and Mozart's Magic Flute. The Salzburg Landestheater has delighted audiences with a German-language version of the musical for over ten years, offering the people of Salzburg the chance to experience the fascination of The Sound of Music. 
https://marionetten.at/en/
https://www.salzburger-landestheater.at/en/start/index.html

Sound of Music tours
Some 350,000 fans annually visit Salzburg for The Sound of Music, and many of them book guided tours on coaches and minibuses to the film’s shooting locations. The first Sound of Music tour was advertised in 1967 by the very same rental car company that had provided transport during the shooting of the Hollywood film in 1964. This tour was declared the winner in the category "Most Important Experiences in Austria" in Tripadvisor's 2024 Travellers Choice Awards. Today, the tour is available in English several times a day for visitors from all over the world. The route starts from Mirabellplatz, with highlights including Leopoldskron Palace and the park of Hellbrunn Palace, out to Mondsee and back. State-certified Austria Guides also offer themed town walks. 
https://www.panoramatours.com/en/salzburg/
https://www.bobstours.com/main.php
https://www.salzburgsightseeing.at/en
https://www.salzburg-guide.at/en/

Singing & cycling: Fräulein Maria’s bicycle tours   
Sport-loving Sound of Music fans have the opportunity to discover the film’s most popular shooting locations in Salzburg by bicycle. Every morning at 9:30 from April to October, groups of cyclists set out on a 3½-hour tour along the Mirabell Gardens to the horse pond, via St Peter’s cemetery to Nonnberg Abbey, Leopoldskron Palace, the Frohnburg and along the Hellbrunner Allee to Hellbrunn Palace, before returning to base.
https://www.mariasbicycletours.com/

Further experiences for fans of the film
Leopoldskron Palace has a special significance among the original locations. Hotel guests have exclusive access to the garden and the Palace with its fascinating rooms, which provided inspiration for the Hollywood production. The opportunity to compare the film scenes with the actual locations in Salzburg is available in the YoHo hostel, where the film is shown every evening in the lounge. Popular for some years now are marriages in the some of the locations, including the pavilion in Hellbrunn park, in Frohnburg palace or on the Untersberg. Guided tours of the Salzburg Festival Halls include the renowned Felsenreitschule, where the Trapp family's final concert was filmed. The famous picnic meadow in the Salzburg mountains can be visited as part of the Sound of Music Trails in Werfen.
https://www.schloss-leopoldskron.com/en?culture=en
https://www.yoho.at/
https://www.salzburgerfestspiele.at/en/
https://www.werfen.at/en/home-en 

The Sound of Music in the anniversary year 2025
The 60th anniversary of the film will be celebrated in various ways. While Salzburg Museum plans a special Sound of Music museum in Hellbrunn for 2026, the first exhibits will be displayed in a pop-up museum in Leopoldskron Palace and hosts a special exhibition in the Heimatwerk Salzburg. The Hyperion Hotel Salzburg and the St. Peter Stiftskulinarium offer a new interpretation of the food in the film, and the Edelweiss Cooking School advertises a course entitled "Fräulein Maria’s Crisp Applestrudel". Salzburg Tourism (TSG) has added a new route to its City Walks, which can be followed individually and will take you to the principal locations.
https://www.salzburgmuseum.at/index.php?id=1773 
https://www.edelweiss-cooking.com/
www.salzburg.info/en/hotels-offers/guided-tours/city-walks 


General information: 
Tourismus Salzburg, Auerspergstraße 6, 5020 Salzburg, Austria, 
Tel.: +43/662/889 87 - 0, Fax: +43/662/889 87 - 32, www.salzburg.info, #visitsalzburg

Press contact: 
+43/662/889 87-304 or +43/662/889 87-303 or +43/662/889 87-302 
presse@salzburg.info
https://www.salzburg.info/en/newsroom
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